Truro & Kenwyn Neighbourhood Plan

Meeting of the Economy and Employment Working Group
Wednesday 16th November 2011 at 2.00 pm in the Municipal Buildings, Truro
Minutes
ATTENDEES: Councillor R C Cooke – Kenwyn Parish Council
Councillor Mrs L Eathorne-Gibbons – Truro City Council
Councillor Dr C MacKenzie – Truro City Council
Robert Lacey – Cornwall Council
Mr R Gazzard – Town Clerk, Truro City Council
APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor A Temel,
Kenwyn Parish Council, Neil Scott, Totally Truro and Ian Jones, Volunteer
Cornwall
Item
1

Action
Chairman
Members elected Councillor Mrs Eathorne-Gibbons as Chairman for this
meeting.
It was agreed that a Chairman for the Working Group should be appointed at
the next meeting to be held on 30 November 2011 when hopefully, a full
membership would be in attendance.
All present agreed the minutes of the meeting held 26 October 2011 subject
to the inclusion of the Employment Advisory Services as an additional
organisation.

2

Neighbourhood Plan Process
Mr Roger Gazzard reported he had spoken with Cornwall Council’s research
department who he confirmed, were very keen to help.

-

Tabled was a copy of the Truro and Threemilestone Strategic Investment
Framework (SIF).

3

Additional organisations invited to be members of the Working Group
Mr Gazzard advised he had met with Sandra Rothwell, Head of Economic
Development, Cornwall Council regarding the overall approach to the
neighbourhood plan and she had confirmed she would arrange for senior
officers to attend any future meetings as required. Mrs Rothwell had advised
she would pull all the relevant evidence together and try to attend an
occasional meeting of the Steering Committee. She confirmed that Cornwall
Council had formed a senior officer group and Mr Andy England had been
assigned to assist the Economy and Employment Working Group.

RG

It was decided to ask Sandra Rothwell of a breakdown by sector of
employment in Truro.

SR
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Additional organisations invited to be members of the Working Group
(continued)
Mr Gazzard confirmed he had contacted most of the organisations specified
in item three of the 26 October minutes who, he confirmed were enthusiastic
to assist but unfortunately were unable to attend this meeting because of
other commitments. He reported he had not yet received confirmation of
attendance from Truro College nor Richard Lander school and he would
source a representative from the NHS.
It was reported a representative from Newham Estate had not been contacted
and Mr Lacey confirmed there was a lack of certainty regarding what is
actually required from the Newham Improvement Project in terms of strategic
guidance in this area. He suggested that the issues in the area be examined
and consideration of mechanism such as Neighbourhood Development
Orders, (where the need for planning permission for development in the area
would be removed subject to conditions) to remove perceived obstacles to
development and encourage more people to invest. Members considered it
was important to re-engage with the Newham Project.

4

Action Plan
In view of many of the additional organisations invited to this meeting having
been unavailable to attend, all members agreed they should be given
advance notice of a meeting to be held Wednesday 11 January 2012 at 12.30
– 2.30 pm with refreshments being made available over the lunch time period.
In the event of anyone being unable to attend it was considered they should
be asked to send a representative from their organisation. It was also
considered that members from the Steering Committee and a representative
from the other Neighbourhood Plan working groups might be interested in
attending this meeting.
It was decided that, at the 30 November meeting, members of the Working
Party should “thrash out” the issues seen as the way forward to be discussed
at the11 January meeting such as
The need to look at the economy and what is a sustainable economy;
The infrastructure and links;
The future of Newquay airport;
Future of Truro Cattle Market ;
The Rural Economy;
In addition to include as part of our engagement workshop in December for
the Steering Group a worked example of this structure of day.
Mr Robert Lacey reported that in the Truro and Threemilestone Strategic
Investment Framework (SIF) document there would be projects referenced
which could change or had dropped out for various circumstances. There will
also be short term, medium and long term projects within individual areas of
study; for example the Newham Improvement Project is likely to contain a
number of longer term projects.
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Action Plan (continued)
The Working Party considered that those attending the meeting on 11
January 2012 should be asked, prior to the meeting taking place, where they
see Truro being in ten years time and where do they see Truro in the concept
of Cornwall to enable them to be ready with an answer at the meeting.
At the meetings to be held 30 November and 21 December the Working
Group agreed to discuss the following with information being sourced from
Mrs Sandra Rothwell, Cornwall Council.

ST

Infrastructure and how to get a sustainable economy;
Energy sustainability;
Employment in the next ten years;
The Port of Truro is under used – where will it be in ten years time.
Members expressed an interest in the Totally Truro bid to enable
consideration to be given to the likely changes in the retail sectors and on the
high street. They questioned whether Totally Truro would consider sharing
their five year plan for 2012-2017.
Mr Lacey confirmed there was a huge amount of evidence available from
Cornwall Council and he would identify the relevant documents and advise of
the relevant sections for the Working Party and forward to the City Council in
time for members to read prior to the next meeting.

RL

Mr Lacey advised members should identify and consider the issues they
really wish to deal with and how they want to see the sustainable economy
going. He confirmed Carrick District, Cornwall County Council and Cornwall
Council had carried out several evidence studies over the years, and he
would collate the information for members.
Members discussed carrying out a referendum at some point or a survey
leaflet to be delivered to all Truro residents asking them what they would like
to see over the next ten years in Truro. It was also considered that there
should be the opportunity to reply via the internet.

RG

Members requested the Town Clerk investigate costs to carry out a
referendum and obtain costings for a newsletter, to include the cost of
collating the information gained, mailing and any research required.
Mr Lacey advised that open ended questions should be avoided if easy
interrogation of the data was required. There are electronic means of survey
with automatic analysis such as survey monkey however, open ended
questions will still need to be analysed. To avoid consultation fatigue existing
evidence could be taken from previous surveys re-examined/clarified when
compiling questions. He reported that Totally Truro’s data base could
potentially be used for a business questionnaire asking questions such as
“What do you consider would encourage investment in Truro?”
Mr Gazzard was requested to forward members of the working party Mr Dick
Coles document.
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Future Meetings
Following discussion it was agreed:Meeting to be held Wednesday 30 November 2011
The body of the meeting should discuss the information received from
Mr Lacey and question issues raised.
Meeting to be held Wednesday 21 December 2011
To focus on purely infrastructure and what is to be discussed at the
January 2012 meeting.

The Meeting ended at 3.20 pm
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